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Claim it as a Due, to all that argue, 
\ that they may be allow'd to (i 4 
—— Lr 
ve | equences 
the Diviſion of our -Friends, I do not ſay, 
they will be io weak—Ar the Game time 1 
re tend to be able to ſay, the other Party are 
o wicked, as todedre it, ſo forward as to ex- 
pe& it, and ſofocliſh as to hope for it. 

But whether it ſhall be ſo or no, 1 thiok, 
Circumſlances concurr to remind us, how 
much more need. we have of a compleat 
Concurrence of all good Men, however dif- 
tetent la Opinion ; and this 1 cannot but 
fetch from the preſent Triumphs of our 
Enemies over our late Misſortunes; and be- 
tore I make the main Uſe of our Diſafters, 
which 1 deliga in tbe Naming them, let me 
tell you, what our Enemies expe, will be 


the Conſequences of them, and what Uſe forger, that 


they make of them, 


_ Thurſday, November 13. 


to 
cenſute, aud 


— —— 


polſeſs Pex 

has forſaken us, that his Hand is agaiaſt us, 

2 = we have nothing left us, but to 
pair. 

2. That made froward by our Diſafters, 
we will fall — 2 nd bh and lay the 
Blame of our Miſtarriages upon the uafor- 
nor; that co be unhappy and co be int 
n £0 
na), are the ſame thingy. a 

1 will not ſay there axe noMiſcarriages, 
or that every has done what he ought 
wy GT but two Gags I Gefire to 
offer as material Conſiderations, previous 
our Cenſures, aud then, * 


welcome. . 
the Miſcarriages 


1. Do not ſo pore u 
and Miſmanagement of Inſtruments, as to 


Finger of (ie Inviſible 3 


— 


2 


» a ; | » ' 
4, this, and that your Loſſes are the in 
med:zre Correttion of Heaven upon you, 
for ſometning or other you ought to re- 
foim, {ome accurſed thing you ought to re- 
move: Have laſtruments misbehav'd, pu- 
niſh them? Have the Nations misbebavy'd, 
you may ſee who puniſhes them ? 

2. Do not call every Man that is beaten 


a Traytor, leſt ia Time you get no body ty, 


fight for you, and honeR Men fhall be ſo 
diſcourag'd, as to bid you go fight tor your 


ſelves —— For, Geotlemen, it every Man, 


that cannot ſucceed, muſt be treated as a 
Criminal, who will venture into your Ser- 
vice? this is puniſhing Men for Crimes, 
they dondt con mit. 

It wou very hard to cenſure Six 
Cloudſly Shovgy for the Loſs of the Aﬀocig- 
tion; Duty and Succeſs are by no natural 
Law coupled together, nor are they al- 
ways found in Company; Men in the high- 
eft Poſts in the World are anſwerable but 
for their Diſcretion and Endeavout z and to 
blame their Honefty, when perhaps thę tuo 
firſt have heei; faithfully exerted, is Tmriifh 
and unacconniable, and muſt iu the End 
iſſue in all Sorts of Diſcouragements to ho- 
neſt Men, in acting for their Country. 

Oh, but the French take all our Ships, 
and with ine xpreſſible Succeſs ſpread; the 
Seas with their Privateers, and ruin us ia 
every-. Corner 

And why is this? Let me tell you why it 
is—And then, why, as ibey /ay, it is; 1ſt. 
ic is, as I have often ofſery'd, becauſe we 
dave Ships for, them to take, our Naviga- 
tion is great and extenfire, and they can- 
not mils of Prizes, if they look out. 2dly. 
They are at all Manner of Expenec for lu- 
telligence of Things, and know when Fleets 
go out, and Heets are expected every Day; 
they are not withyut their Spyes among us, 
to inform them of every Step we take - And 
who can you blame for this? Spyes among 
as, yes, the French would be greater Fouls 
than we have reaſon to think. them, it they 
had not their Spyes among us, and in all 

Mble Corners of the Laudg and if we 
have not the like among them, the Cap— 
is cure, it has been the Praitice of Nations 
at War with one another to do ſu, ever 
tince Europe was 2 fighting Quarter, and 
wil) be fo to the End of the World, and 
therefore we ought to doevety thing, as if 
the Enemy knew it. 


f And yet Tobſerve, we lay the 8 re of a 
great many things, upon the Enemies ha- 
ving Intelligence among us, which ten is 
no way owing to that Part of tte Metter, 
like rhe Caſe of the Devil. 1 once nete be- 
fore, we lay abundance of our Fol'tes ut bis 
Door, which he really bas no hand i, Aud fo 
here — The French ſell in op n(w Lisbon 
Fleet, ic is true — And what is the iy? O 
they were betray' d, and the Frer 9 bad in 
telligence. No, no, Genrleme.., : tt wis 
not the Caſe; but nad our I ejfip ici bean 
as good gs, theirs, we ſhout.. 34 = have 
known of their Strength, 1 or | Coin»: 
ing to Sea, as they of ours -I rave ob- 


. ſerv'd, that atone I ime or oth. c th=- dear- 


eft Intelligence pays ts awn Charge; Car- 
dinal Ricblieu expanded two Millions of Li- 
vres yearly, merely upon intelligence, and 
by that means had his Fingers in all the 
Actions of Europe, was in form'd of every 
Motion, inun 1ated himielt into every Ca- 
binet, and in ſhort manag'd all Europe ner 
is there a greater Argument + fiſhed - 
Stateſmap, that let it coſt what. it wil), to 
have a certain and exact Intelligence in all 
Parts of the World, and by this to take his 
Meaſures from the earlicft Motion or bo- 


ſture of the Enemy. _ .. 
But why lie Squadrons or 


Convoys of any Conſæquence have their 
Share of Intebigence too? And why ſhould 
not afew Advice Boats be always ſcouting 
abaut to peep into the Frruch Harbours, 
aud tell us who is there, how firong they are, 
and how ready to come away? It had been 
impoſſible the Lisbon Fleet could have been 
ſurpriz d, within one Days Saf of Ply- 
mout b, it the Convoy had any Scouts abroad, 
or it the Month of the Channel had any 
Cruiſers in it, 

To lay, this French Fleet came out on 
Pur poſe for this Convoy, is to ſay haſtily, 
what no body can be ſure ot; it they bad 
gone to Aland, and inap't the Faſt Indis 
Mes in-Creak Haven, we ſhould have ſaid 
juſt the ſame——Buc this is certain, when- 
ever the French know we have no Squadron 
at hand able to fight the m, tis worth their 
while to lie in the Mouth of the Channel; 
we have conſtantly ſuch a Number of Ships 
caming in from ove Part or another, tha: 
they cannot miſs of a Booty, and of a Boo- 
ty worth while allo 3 to ſay, they watched 

for 


fac this, ar tit. is. 2 good. Diſcourſe, and 
fa) co Leg us 12 50 57 is eaſis to 
know, they ud act 805 tb, Day, whea 
that Fleet would ſaily fur theſe Realons. 
' That Fleet had been ready to {ail ſeveral 
Weeks, aad had actually pac to Sea, and 
ut back agaia; and bad hey at that Time 
ail'd, the French were not there ; Ti ev, 
dent, the Fleet ſail'd as ſoon as the Wind 
preſented ; had the French been at Breſt, 
and the Bert Plymorth, and only ftarted 
with the firft ſpringiog up of an Fafterly 
Wind, the Fleet had been a long Way de- 
tore them Bat 1 they knew, and 
that could not he hic, char here lay a great 
Fleet bound ſor Licon; at Lisbon lay a teat 
Fleet bound fur Exglmd; in elund lay fix 
Eaſt India Mer, and 2 Barbadoes Fleet 
beund for London, and let the Wind blow 
which Way it would, they muft fall in with 
ſome of them ; if Eafterly, theſe would go 
out; if Weſterly, thoie would come in; and 
like vigilant People they put themſelves in 
the Way of- them all, by lying in the Chops 
of the Channel, the very gang Way of them 
an — And I muſt on, their Conduct, what 
ever ours has been, has been very rational. 
But our Reflections en our ſelves had 
been the ſame, tad they met with our, Bar- 
hadoes Heet, or dur home watd bound Li/- 
bow Fleet, or our Faſt- Indi Feet j Oh they 
had Toteligence, and came out en Purpoſe, 

And to prove this, the home-ward bound 
Lisbon Fleet is an I:ftance, the French lay 
in wait for them on the Coaſt of Tortuga! 
a long while, and why did they miſs them ? 
Becauſe they had IntelVigence of it by Scouts 
and Veſſels abroad—lIt is certain, this Frencb 
Squadron had not lain any time in the 
Mouth of the Channel, it had b en impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould have lain fo near undil- 
cover'd 3 it ſeems there fete to me, in (Mort, 
that they came out in Queſt of the ficft Pur- 
chaſe they could get, and thus run blindfold 
into their Months. 

If there is any thing to be accounted for 
in the Want of having Scouts or Cruiſers 
abroad, I wiſh,they may anſwer for it, whoſe 
Duty it was, and whoſe Negled is juſtiy to 
be cenſur'd; it is moſt certain, that had 
the Squadron had Scouts abroad, they 
_— have avoided this Danger; and I 
wiſh it may be a Warning to our Admiral- 
ty, never to ſend five 34 Rate Men of War 
to Sea, and not one light Frigate with them 
to run before, and diſcover had theſe bad 
but a Ketch ot a Smack before them, uon 
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the Signal of ap Enemy, and their Strengtu, 
the whole Ficet bad iack'd, and Rood home 
again, gad at leaſt might have react'd Fas- 
mouth again 5 M any N-gt-tt therefore bas 
bern, this muſ de it, and let it fall where 
ic ill. f 

Ob, bus be Convoy was tos fm - On but, 
Gentlemen, you will havz aut yuur Trade 
prote ded, and your Trade is divided into 
many and mighty Branchesz and it you 
mut nave Fleeg ro every Branch, muft 
have anewKind of a Navy erected; here 
were five 3d Rate Men of War, Ships of 70 
and 80 Guns, as good a Strength as 10 Ships 
of 40 to 50 Guns—And if you will examine 
things, you will find, 

Fiſt, [t was as great a Conyoy at one 
Time with another, proportioning youc 
Strength to the Extent of your Trade, Eng- 
land can provide 

Secondly, It was as great as, and a greater 
Convoy than, the Uſage of the Navy being 
examin'd, has been cuttomary in England to 
allow in like Caſes, or than is now allow'd 
on like Occaſions ; the Fuſt- /hdis Men have 
3 Men of Was, the Bar badees Men 2, the 
Virginia Fleet of 140 Sail came uſually out of 
the Capes with 3 Men of War, and the Liſe 
bon Neet home arriv'd now with the ſame ; 
if any of theſe had fallen into the Enemies 
Hand, you w ould have ſaid juſt the (ame, 
that the Convoy was too ſmall, and we were 
betray d. 

Thirdly, It was as great a Coavoy, as the 
Strength of the Enemy confider'd, ex kr ar- 
dinary Caſes only excepted, could be thought 
neceflary, or at any other time wauld be 
thought ſo. 

Bus this then was an extraordinary Caſe, 
ſay the Complainers again, and therefore 
they ſhould have beendoubly ſtrong —No, 
Gentlemen, you are wrong ſtill— It was an 

extraordinary Caſe, the Enemy were joyn'd 
and made firoog—Either we knew it, or we 
did not know it; if the firſt, we ought, what ? 
to be fironger ? No, no, we ought to have 
ſtay'd at home, till the Coaſt was clear; it 
the laſt, we ought to blame, WHO? Tru- 
ly, our Want of Intelligence, Want of 
Scouts, Want of . light Ships to ſcour 
the Sea, and look out, as the Sailers cal) it. 
And let that Blame lie where it is due, the 
ſooaer it is examin'd into, the better 3 be- 
cauſe thefoonet it is ceUity'd, the better. 

And this, I think, is bringing the Blame 
to lie where it is. zeally due, and where 

5. bone ſt 


